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KLAUS GEORGE ROY

SAINT FRANCIS

“CANTICLE OF THE SUN”

(Cantico di frate sole)*

for

Small Chorus of Mixed Voices (a cappella), and Solo Viola

©Opel.

* From St. Franciss MIRROR OF PERFECTION, translated by Robert Steele.

American edition Everyman’s Library, published by E. P. Dutton & Co.,, Inc.
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ST. FRANCIS’
“CANTICLE OF THE SUN”*

. Most High, Omnipotent, good Lord.
Thine be the praise, the glory, the
honor, and all benediction. To Thee
alone, Most High, they are due, and
no man is worthy to mention Thee.

- Be Thou praised, my Lord, of all Thy
creatures, above all Brother Sun, who
gives the day and lightens us therewith.
And he is beautiful and radiant with
great splendor. Of Thee, Most High,
he bears similitude.

- Be Thou praised, my Lord, of Sister
Moon and the stars; in the heavens
has Thou formed them, clear and pre-
cious and comely.

. Be Thou praised, my Lord, of Brother
Wind, and of the air, and of fair and
of all weather, by the which Thou giv-
est to Thy creatures sustenance.

. Be Thou praised, my Lord, of Sister
Water, which is much useful and humble
and precious and pure.

* From St. Francis’s MIRROR OF PERFECTION,
translated by Robert Steele.
American Edition Everyman’s Library,
published by E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc.

Stanzas 8 and 9 translated by the composer.

10.

. Be Thou praised, my Lord, of Brother

Fire, by which Thou hast lightened the
night, and he is beautiful and robust
and strong.

- Be Thou praised, my Lord, of our Sis-

ter Mother Earth, which sustains and
hath us in rule, and produces divers
fruits with colored flowers and herbs.

. Be Thou praised, my Lord, of them who

forgive for the sake of your love, and
patiently suffer infirmity and tribu-
lation. Blest be they who overcome them
in Thy peace, for by Thee, Most High,
they are crowned.

. Be Thou praised, my Lord, of our Sis-

ter, Bodily Death, the which no liv-

ing being can escape. Woe to them who
die in their mortal sins; blest be

they who shall be found in Thy most
sacred will, for the second death will
harm them not.

Praise ye and bless my Lord, and give
Him thanks, and serve Him, with great
humility.



